88              CZECHS AGAINST GERMANS

of die whole Czech people and of the Government They
wanted no imitation of medieval practices nor did they
want to arouse the hostility of foreign countries, The
German officials tried in vain to force the Czechs to carry
out their command, for the Czechs realised that in the
struggle against the common enemy, the Jews were their
true and faithful allies. Thus, on the evening when the
synagogues were to be given over to flames, the Czech
Government placed strong police guards in front of them,
Other anti-Jewish excesses were similarly prevented,

It is not impossible that Gayda may come into power,
for the Czech Jews know that, anti-Semite though he
is, he is better than the German officials, However that
may be, Gayda has not given up his plan for solving
the Jewish question, for he bows that this will put him
into possession of Jewish capital,